


The training undertaken during the course of the project has helped to support Ghanaian 
institutions that are assisting with the implementation of the CBD. This is detailed below in 
Section 4.3 and Annexes 7, 8 and 9. This capacity building is likely to be continued in the 
future with the announcement of a $ USO grant from the Government of Ghana for the 
development of a new Environmental Institute at the University of Ghana, which the main host 
country project partners are actively involved with. 

The connection of the project with the Focal Point for the CBD has been strengthened in 
particular by inviting Prof Albert Oteng-Yeboah, a National Focal Point for the Subsidiary Body 
on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) of the CBD and Chairman of the 
National Biodiversity Committee to Chair the Public Meeting at the end of the January 2007 
Workshop. 

3 Project Partnerships 

The main partnerships essential to delivery of the project are between the University of 
Liverpool, the Centre for African Wetlands (CAW), the University of Ghana, The Water 
Research Institute of Ghana and the Ghana Wildlife Society. These partnerships have 
developed over the course of the project through a number of joint workshops and training 
activities. The partnership was formed as a result of knowledge gaps identified by CAW during 
earlier work with members of the consortium. Previous studies by Prof. Gordon (the co
ordinator in Ghana) have shown that knowledge of stream biology in the tropics is patchy and 
taxonomy is of particular concern for lotic invertebrates in Ghana (Thorne, Williams and 
Gordon, 2000, J. of Freshwater Ecology, 15, 209-217). The Centre for African Wetlands (CAW) 
played a key role in the project delivery in Ghana and also played a lead role in decision
making in the project implementation in Ghana. 

A key lesson learned with respect to partnerships is the need for UK staff to spend significant 
periods of time in the host country building and strengthening relationships. Several 
unavoidable changes in the management of the project in the UK resulted in a loss of 
momentum and the need to re-establish relationships with project partners and re-energise the 
project delivery. 

4 Project Achievements 

4.1 Impact: achievement of positive impact on biodiversity, sustainable use or 
equitable sharing of biodiversity benefits 

This project was designed to facilitate the sustainable management of riverine biodiversity in 
Ghana through the development of appropriate tools and inputs to education and monitoring 
resources and policy development. As such there is only an indirect effect on biodiversity, 
sustainable use or equitable sharing. The important impacts of the project on biodiversity in 
Ghana, however, has been the contribution towards key policy documents via the Water 
Resources Commission, and the integration of an ecosystem approach within these policies. 
This is discussed further below in the context of the project outcomes. 

4.2 Outcomes: achievement of the project purpose and outcomes 

The stated purpose of the project was to promote 'the sustainable management of Ghana's 
riverine wetlands in accordance with the principles of the Ecosystem Approach'. This was 
primarily achieved through the development of appropriate tools, based on an ecosystem 
approach, to enable stakeholder organisations to monitor the status of riverine ecosystems. 
This output will make a significant contribution to the management of rivers in Ghana as it 
provides a set of indicators and associated assessment scheme that can be easily quantified 
using the resources available at a local level to give an overall assessment of the status of a 
river. If a monitoring programme was implemented using these indicators it could provide 
valuable information for the management of river ecosystems in Ghana. 
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Annex 6 Darwin Contacts

Ref No 

Project Title 

UK Leader Details 

Name Prof Edward Maltby 

Role within Darwin Project Project leader 

Address 

Phone 

Fax 

Email 

Other UK Contact (if relevant) 

Name Dr Conor linstead 

Role within Darwin Project Team leader 

Address 

Phone 

Fax 

Email 

Partner 1 

Name Prof. Chris Gordon 

Organisation Centre for African Wetlands 

Role within Darwin Project Host country co-ordinator 

Address 

Fax 

Email 

Partner 2 (if relevant) 

Name 

Organisation 

Role within Darwin Project 

Address 

Fax 

Email 
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